A new reflex testing algorithm for syphilis screening.
The laboratory diagnosis of syphilis is made possible through using a combination of non-treponemal and treponemal tests. The use of only one type of test when positive, without a confirmatory test being performed, is not sufficient for diagnosis because of false-positive results due to different medical conditions. All test results must be interpreted carefully, together with the patient's clinical history and symptoms, to arrive at a clinical diagnosis of syphilis.